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LTA & Tennis Industry Association UK cement relationship

The LTA and the Tennis Industry Association UK (TIA UK) have announced a four-year agreement
to work together towards the delivery of mutual objectives to help grow and support tennis and the
tennis industry in Britain.

The LTA is the national governing body for tennis in Britain with a vision to open up tennis to more
people, while TIA UK brings together companies, clubs and individuals with business interests in
tennis as the official not-for-profit trade body for the UK tennis industry.

The agreement includes collaboration around and promotion of:
e Annual Club Business Report published by TIA UK
e LTA Webinars for venues in Autumn 2020
e TIA UK’s Business Tennis Forum and the LTA’s Regional Club Forums beyond 2020

The relationship will see the organisations collaborate to provide enhanced practical support to
larger tennis clubs in Britain, with an emphasis on sustaining and growing their businesses. As part
of this, the LTA will be supporting TIA UK’s Large Club Business Report, which aims to benchmark
tennis club performance and help increase club profitability, with the ambition to get more large
clubs participating in the next report.

The 2020 Club Business Report has now been published by TIA UK and is available to download
from the LTA website. The two organisations will be working together to use some of the learnings
from the report to set up webinars for venues. These will form part of a calendar of virtual club
forums being organised by the LTA later this year for venues of all sizes, covering topics including
membership growth, governance & management, financial sustainability, membership retention
and programming & court utilisation
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The virtual approach to venue engagement this year has been implemented following the
coronavirus pandemic. Beyond 2020, the LTA and TIA UK will work closely together on staging TIA
UK’s Business Tennis Forum that brings together clubs, companies and brands from across the
tennis industry and the LTA’s Regional Large Club Forums, with these events to be held on
alternate years.

Developing the relationship further, both bodies will be actively considering other collaborative
opportunities, including identifying and highlighting innovative products and services that will
benefit tennis in Britain in line with the LTA’s mission to make the sport more relevant, accessible,
welcoming and enjoyable.

Abbie Lench, the LTA’s Head of Clubs, Counties and Volunteering said: “The LTA is committed
opening up tennis in Britain but we know we can’t achieve this on our own. We are therefore
delighted to have formed a much closer, collaborative relationship with TIA UK that will help the
whole of tennis in Britain align behind our vision and move together as one in growing the sport for
mutual benefit.

Chair of TIA UK Steve Matthews said “We are very excited about the potential outcomes resulting
from our formal relationship with the governing body as it will help create closer engagement and a
healthier business environment between tennis clubs (the buyers) and the tennis industry (our
members and suppliers) which will also help underpin the LTA’s strategy ‘Tennis Opened Up’.

The news of LTA support for the tennis industry through this agreement, is a much needed uplift as
like all business sectors, it has been significantly hit by Covid-19. While tennis was one of the first
sports permitted to restart following the easing of lockdown restrictions, activity will not return to full
normality for some time and so many companies believe business will not show signs of recovery
until the second quarter 2021 at the earliest.

The TIA UK Club Business Report 2020 is available to download now from the ‘Club Management
. 1 i I ticial website.

- ENDS -

For LTA media enquiries please contact:

Media@lta.org.uk
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https://www.lta.org.uk/workforce-venues/tennis-venue-support/resource-library/
https://www.lta.org.uk/workforce-venues/tennis-venue-support/resource-library/
mailto:Media@lta.org.uk

NOTES TO EDITORS:

ABOUT THE LTA

The LTA is the National Governing Body of tennis in Great Britain. We are here to govern and grow tennis, from
grassroots participation through to the professional game. Our vision is “Tennis Opened Up” and we’re on a mission to
grow tennis by making it relevant, accessible, welcoming and enjoyable. We work with schools, with volunteers, with
coaches and with venues across the whole country. We also represent the interests of over 685,000 Members, men and
women, girls and boys, playing on more than 23,000 courts. The LTA runs and supports a network of 11,500 approved
tournaments for players of all ages, the four corner-stones of which are the premier grass-court events leading up to The
Championships, Wimbledon: the Nature Valley Open (at Nottingham), the Nature Valley Classic (at Birmingham), the
Fever-Tree Championships (at The Queen’s Club, London) and the Nature Valley International (at Eastbourne). For
further information about the LTA and tennis in Britain, visit www.lta.org.uk or follow us on Twitter @the_LTA

ABOUT TIA UK

The TIA UK is the not-for-profit trade association for the UK tennis industry. Its aim is to grow the tennis economy and
provide support and trading opportunities for its members. Membership is open to all with business interests in tennis
and members range from global equipment brands to sole traders, contractors, consultants, venues and coaching
organisations. It also works closely with many tennis-related associations and organisations including the LTA and the All
England Lawn Tennis Club. Visit www.tiauk.org
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http://www.lta.org.uk/
http://www.tiauk.org/

